
Introducing Cambridge English: 
Key for Schools 



Cambridge English Language 
Assessment 

• Part of the University of Cambridge 
• 100 years of experience  
• Experts in language assessment 
• 4.5 million candidates in 130 countries 
• State school projects in many countries  
 e.g. France Spain Italy Germany 
 





Cambridge English: Key for Schools 
• What is it? 
• Who is it for? 
• Why take it? 
• Where is it taken? 

• Test format 
• Focus on Speaking 
• Understanding results 
• Support for learners and 

teachers 



Key for Schools 
CEFR Level A2 
• CAN express likes and dislikes in a familiar 

context using simple language 
• CAN understand straightforward information 

within a known area, such as simple textbooks 
• CAN complete forms and write short simple 

letters or postcards related to personal 
information 



Who is Key for Schools for? 
 Cambridge English: Key for Schools is for school 

pupils who want to: 

• understand and use basic words and phrases 
• introduce themselves and answer basic questions 

about personal details 
• interact with English speakers who talk slowly 

and clearly 
• write short, simple notes 



Why take Key for Schools? 
• Students can demonstrate their English meets 

international standards 
• Schools can prove the success of their English 

programme 
• Students are motivated by fit for purpose tests 

that make English relevant 
• Teachers can develop professionally by 

becoming Speaking Examiners 



 • Real international English 
• Linked to the CEFR 
• Achievement at levels above and below 

recognised 
• Statement of results shows strengths and 

weaknesses in different skills 
• Recognised around the world 
• Backed by research  

Why take Key for Schools? 



Understanding results 

• Result 
 

• Score 
 
• Candidate profile 



Where is Key for Schools taken? 



Format of Key for Schools 
The test tests all four skills in three separate papers 
 

Paper 1 Reading and Writing  
  Nine parts - 1 hour 10 minutes 

 

Paper 2 Listening  
  Five parts – approx 30 minutes 

 

Paper 3 Speaking  
  Two parts – 8-10 minutes 



Reading and Writing 
1 hour 10 minutes, 50% of total mark 
Reading 

• based on signs, short messages, brochures, 
newspapers and magazines 

• understand the main message 
• choose the best word to fill a gap 
• match functional statements or questions with 

responses 
Writing 

• write a short message or note based on three required 
pieces of information 



Reading and Writing 



Reading and Writing 



Listening 
 25–30 minutes, 25% of total mark 
 

• listening to identify or write down key 
information (times, prices, days of the week, 
places etc) 

• understanding announcements 
• spelling of names or places as dictated on the 

recording 



Listening - Part 3 – multiple choice 



Speaking 
8–10 minutes, 25% of total mark 

 
• two tasks 
• taken with one other candidate 

• familiar situations, giving personal and non-personal 
information, asking for information 

• basic level 



Part 1 Language of meeting people for the first time. 
Giving information of a factual, personal kind.                       
5–6 minutes 

Part 2 
 

Factual information of a non-personal kind 
related to daily life. 
3–4 minutes 

Speaking 



 
Skateboarding Competition 
for anyone 11 – 15 years old 

  
Skateboarding Competition 

 
 

 
at 

Green Park 
20 June 

 ♦ where  ? 
 
 
 
♦ for children  ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
♦ date  ? 
 
 
 
♦ website  ? 

 
1st prize 

New Skateboard 
visit www.citynews.com for more 

information 
 

  
 
 
♦ what  /  win  ? 

 

Speaking Part 2 



Speaking test sample 

 
To see the video, use the link in this web page 



There are two examiners for each test 
 

• the assessor focuses on detailed assessment 
criteria 

• the interlocutor manages the test and focuses 
on overall effectiveness in dealing with the 
tasks 
 

 

Assessing Speaking 



 Candidates are assessed independently according 
to specific criteria 

• Grammar and Vocabulary 
• Pronunciation 
• Interactive Communication 

 

Assessing Speaking 



Quality Assurance Procedures 
REGISTRATION

(recruitment and selection 
of new SE’s)

INDUCTION
(self access via variety of 
methods including PSN, 

DVD or TL )

TRAINING
(new SE’s must

attend a training day
at centre)

CERTIFICATION
(each year for

Each SE)

PERFORMANCE
(feedback every two 

years)

Nomination form processed



Administration of Speaking tests 
 
  

Administration of Speaking 

• Schools will be responsible for the 
administration of the Speaking tests 

• Full support for this is available from 
Cambridge English Language 
Assessment 



Recognising achievement 

A1 A2 B1 
Cambridge 
English:  
Key for Schools 



Support for learners 
 
 



Activities 
 

 



Teacher Support website 
• Sample papers 
• Handbooks 
• Teacher forums 
• Lesson plans and materials 
• Live webinars and recordings 
• Information on test dates 

www.teachers.cambridgeenglish.org 
 

http://www.teachers.cambridgeenglish.org/�


Further information 
• Cambridge English Language Assessment 
• 1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, 
• United Kingdom 
• Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997 
• Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621 
• Keep up to date with what’s new via the website: 

www.cambridgeenglish.org 
• For important information about Cambridge English tests:  

www.cambridgeenglish.org/help 
 

 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/�
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/help�

	Introducing Cambridge English:�Key for Schools
	Cambridge English Language Assessment
	Slide Number 3
	Cambridge English: Key for Schools
	Key for Schools
	Who is Key for Schools for?
	Why take Key for Schools?
	Slide Number 8
	Understanding results
	Slide Number 10
	Format of Key for Schools
	Reading and Writing
	Reading and Writing
	Reading and Writing
	Listening
	Listening - Part 3 – multiple choice
	Speaking
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Speaking test sample
	Slide Number 21
	Assessing Speaking
	Slide Number 23
	Administration of Speaking
	Recognising achievement
	Support for learners
	Activities
	Teacher Support website
	Further information

