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What is Thanksgiving? When will Thanksgiving be celebrated this year?
Thanksgiving is a big family celebration , and a christian festival. Many non-Christians also enjoy 

celebrating Thanksgiving. 

People in Canada celebrate Thanksgiving on the second Monday in October. Thanksgiving is 

celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November in the USA.This year, the Thanksgiving is going 

to be Thursday, 22nd November. 

The history behind Thanksgiving: 

In September of 1620, The Mayflower, a small ship carrying 102 religious separatists, left Ply-

mouth in England with the promise of a new home where they could happily prosper and also 

practice their religion freely in the new continent. After a 66 day long journey, the English ship 

finally arrived at its destination, or at least it was what they first thought. 

 In fact, they dropped anchor near the tip of Cape Cod instead of their intended destination, far 

south, at the mouth of the Hudson River, until one month later The Mayflower crossed Massa-

chusetts Bay, where the Pilgrims began the work of establishing a village at Plymouth. During 

that first harsh winter most of the colonists remained on board where they were exposed to seve-

ral contagious diseases ending up dying. The other half of The Mayflowerôs original passengers 

and crew made it and lived long enough to see in first-hand the beauty of their first New England 

spring. 

 In March, the remaining settlers moved ashore, where they received an astonishing visit from an 

Abenaki Indian who greeted them in English. Then, several days later, he returned with another 

Native American, Squanto, a member of the Pawtuxet tribe who had been kidnapped by an En-

glish sea captain and sold into slavery before escaping to London and returning to his homeland 

on an exploratory expedition. Squanto taught the Pilgrims, weakened by malnutrition and illness, 

how to cultivate corn, extract sap from maple trees, catch fish in the rivers and avoid poisonous 

plants. He also helped the settlers forge an alliance with the Wampanoag, a local tribe, which 

would endure for more than 50 years and tragically remains one of the sole examples of har-

mony between European colonists and Native Americans. 

 In November 1621, after the Pilgrimsô first corn harvest proved successful, Governor William 

Bradford organized a celebratory feast and invited a group of the fledgling colonyôs Native Ameri-

can allies, including the Wampanoag chief Massasoit. Now remembered as Americanôs ñfirst 

Thanksgivingò.For more than two centuries, days of thanksgiving were celebrated by individual 

colonies and states. It wasnôt until 1863, in the midst of the Civil War, that President Abraham 

Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be held each November. 
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What is Black Friday? 

Black Friday is one of the biggest shopping 

days of the year held the day after Thanksgi-

ving, It first started in America and is regarded 

as the beginning of the Christmas shopping 

season . 

This year, Black Friday falls on Friday 23 No-

vember 2018. People all over the world will be 

buying discounted products as retailers slash 

prices.  

Originally a one-day event, many retailers now 

offer sales and deals in the week leading up to 

it, thanks to its huge success. 

What is Buy nothing Day? 

Buy Nothing Day originated in Canada in 

September of 1992 as a way to protest the 

frenzy of Black Friday shopping.    

This day is part of an international movement 

of protest against consumerism, urging the 

world to change their purchasing habits, to 

consume and produce less.  

So, instead of shopping, stay home and 

relax.  

Did you know that Massachusetts is 

one of the top cranberry-producing 

states in America?  

The cranberry harvest is a colorful 

sight to observe each fall. 

Here is a healthy, delicious cranberry 

recipe from New England restaurants 

and inns to help you add a taste of New 

England to your Thanksgiving day 

dining or any other meal throughout the 

year. 

Cranberry Muffins 
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